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 Content Area Literacy 

 

At FCHS we recognize that vital role we play in preparing our 

students to be able to compete in a highly competitive world.   

Research confirms that student’s ability to communicate effectively 

has serious implications not only for the proficiency skills of 

individuals, but also for the country’s economic development and 

quality of life. If our students at FCHS are to be successful in the 21st 

century, and our country is to be highly competitive in the global 

economy, our students must master basic reading and writing 

principles and practices.  

Considerable resources have been directed toward advancing the 

literacy skills of our youngest school children based on the belief 

that addressing any problems early would prevent literacy 

difficulties as children matured and advanced.  

However, recent studies reveal that because the demands for 

literacy skills intensify during grades four through twelve, 

improvements made in early literacy instruction have not assured 

literacy success during the adolescent years. In fact, fewer than thirty 

percent of the nation’s eighth graders are reading at a proficient 

level and only two percent of eighth graders are reading at an 

advanced level. One-third of high school graduates are not ready to 

succeed in college level writing and forty percent of graduates lack 

the literacy skills that employers seek. Our own data indicates about 

50% of our students are not meeting the ACT benchmarks in 

reading, math, and English.  At the same time, evidence shows that 

targeted high-quality instruction will help struggling students catch 

up to grade-level literacy proficiency. All students need skilled 

instructional support to develop the complex literacy skills required 

to meet the demands of college and a career. 

 

Inasmuch as the academic content areas comprise the heart of the 

secondary school curriculum, content area literacy instruction will 

become a cornerstone for our improvement efforts to build an even 

better school for the students we serve.  In order to integrate 

reading and writing instruction successfully into the academic 

disciplines, teachers will help define the literacy skills that are 

essential to their content area in PLCs.  We realize this will leverage 

the need for initial and ongoing training in teaching the reading and 

writing skills that are essential to their own content areas. 

 

 

 

WEEKLY IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

Supervision Duty:  

(Mon.–Wed.) Team 1: 

English, Social Studies, 

Rucker (parking lot) 

December- Team 2: Math 

and Science 

 

 November 28 

 8:10 Admin Meeting 

 Drug House Odyssey 

 ASVAB Conferencing 

with Juniors 

 4:00 Called 

SBDM/Advisory 

 November 29 

 PLC’s 

 ACT Boot Camp 

Makeup (after school) 

November 30 

 8:30 Principal Meeting 

 ACT Panther Prep PLC 

 Construction Update 

Meeting 

 3:30 Leadership Team 

 December 1 

 District Formative 

Review 

 ASVAB 

 December 2 

 District Formative 

Review 

 ASVAB 

 Staff Christmas 

Party: Echo Valley 
Winery 
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REMINDERS: 
 

 We only have 15 days of school until Christmas Break. We 

are almost at the half way point.  The extraordinary cross 

the line… make it count. #FCX 

 EVERY MINUTE of class time is important.  Make sure 

your students know that and that we are working on class 

material up to the bell. No standing at the door waiting for 

the bell to ring. 

 Student Voice Window Continues: Make sure you are 

following the Student Voice schedule for 3rd period. 
 

 


